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1. (C-ENTIRE TEXT)

2. EMBOFF MET MAY 31 WITH MINISTRY OF JUST CE DEPUTY
CABINET DIRECTOR DE GOUTTES. NEW (THIS WEEK) ASSISTANT

TO DE GOUTTES MADAME TREBUCQ AND EXTRADITION AND LETTERS
ROGATORY STAFF MEMBER CHAROY. WE REVIEWED WITH DE GOUTTES
FRENCH TRANSLATIONS OF QUESTIONS RYAN WISHES TO POSE OR
HAVE POSED AND PROVIDED HIM WITH A LIST OF ADDITIONAL
DOCUMENTS RYAN WISHES TO REVIEW.

3. DE GOUTTES HAD NEGATIVE REACTION TO OUR LIST OF
QUESTIONS. HE SAID THAT THE ABSENCE OF SPECIFIC

PROSECUTABLE OFFENSES MADE IT EXTREMELY DOUSTFUL

THAT LYON JUGE D’INSTRUCTION RISS OR BARBIE’S LAWYER

WOULD ALLOW THESE QUESTIONS TO BE ASKED OF BARBIE.

GIVEN THE IMPARTANIE OF THE BARBIE CASE, AND HIS DESIRE L

TO EXHAUST EVSRY AVENUE TO TRY TO SATISFY OUR REQUEST. S%
DE GOUTTES SAID HE WOULD CONSULT WITH JUSTICE MINISTER @COORDINA’I&WITH LD Y
BADINTER ON THIS MATTER. HOWEVER, IN DE GOUTTE’S
JUDGMENT, SINCE IT WWS CLEAR THAT NQ 1HFRACTIONS WERE
ENCOMPASSED IN THE QUESTIONS, THE US ACCESS REQUEST
WOULD HAVE TO BE CENIED AND HE WOULD RECOMMEND THAT
THE QUESTIONS. NOT REPEAT NOT BE“SENT TO LYON.

4. DE GOUTTES AND MOJ TECHNICAL STAFF PRESENT RECALLED
THAT UNDER FRENCH LAW (ARTICLE 30 OF 1927 LAW ON JUDICIAL
COOPERATION), ONLY JUDICIAL REQUESTS RELATING TO CRIMINAL
CHARGES COULD BE HONORED AND THAT THE LETTERS ROGATORY
PROCESS WAS MANDATORY IN SUCH CASES. EMBOFF DESCRIBED
PURPQSES OF RYAN REQUEST ALONG LINES REFTELS B AND C AND
INFORMED MOJ STAFF THAT IT WAS WASHINGTON’S VIEW THAT IT
WAS NOT PNSSIBLE TO LINK QUESTIONS TO THE US CRIMINAL
CODE. MOJ STAF: SAID THAT, LACKING THIS CRIMINAL -CONNEC-
TION, IT WOULD BE (MPOSSIBLE TO PROCEED WITH THE CRIMINAL
COOPERATION PROCESS, THE ONLY AVENUE OPEN IN THIS CASE.
WHEN EMBOFF SUGGESTED PCSSIBILITY OF MEETING BETWIEN
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RYAN AND RISS, DE GOUTTES SUGGESTED THAT IT MIGHT BE POS-
SIBLE FOR RYAN TO MEET WITH OFFICIALS IN THE LYON PUBLIC
PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE (PARQUET) BUT QUESTIONED WHAT PURPOSE
WOULD BE SERVED BY ANY RYAN/RISS MEETING.

S. WE THEN PROVIDED MOJ STAFF WITH LIST OF DOCUMENTS

" . RYAN WISHED TO SEY, NOTING THAT QUAI ARCHIVIST DE NOMAZY

HAD SAID THAT MOJ APPROVAL WOULD BE NECESSARY PRECONDI-
TION FOR RELEASE. DE GOUTTES SAID HE WAS AWARE OF QUAI/

.RYAN AGREEMENT ON ACCESS TO. CERTAIN “HISTORICAL" DOCU-

MENTS, AND WOULD HAVE NO .OBJECTION TO OTHER SIMILAR
ARRANGEMENTS, CHAROY NOTED THAT THE DOCUMENTS REQUESTED
BY RYAN HAD ALL BEEN TRANSFERRED TO LYON AND WERE PART
OF . THE OVER SIXTY KILOS OF DOGCUMENTS WHICH NOW FORMED
THE LYON PARQUET’S BARBIE FILE. DE GOUTTES AND STAFF
RECOMMENDED THAT WE SEND A LETTER TO FRENCH PROCUREUR
GENERAL ASKING FOR THESE DOCUMENTS. THEY WOULD NOT GIVE -
OPINION AS TO PROCUREUR’S DECISION ON USG ACCESS TO DQCU-
MENTS, BUT SAID THAT REQUEST WOULD PROBABLY 8E TREATED
LIKE ANY REQUEST FROM AN “INTERESTED PERSCN®. (EMBASSY"
WILL PREPARE AND SEND LETTER ALONG LINKS SUGGESTED BY
MoJ). . o :

6. EMBASSY COMMENT: IT APPEARS THAT THE “NO" WE RECEIVED
MAY 31 ON BARBIE ACCESS MAY WELL BE THE LAST WORD FROM
THE MOJ ON THIS MATTER AND THAT THE REQUEST WILL NOT. BE

. SENT TO LYON FOR ADJUDICATION. THE MQU’S LINE CN THIS

REQUEST MAY WELL HAVE BEEN STIFFENED BY RECENT PRESS -
REPQRTS OF US REQUEST FOR ACCESS TO BARBIE AND HEIGHTENED
POLITICAL SENSITIVITIES SURROUNDING THE CASE. WE SEE .SOME

SILVER LINING HERE: IN OUR VIEW, LT IS NOT IN THE.US
GOVERNMENT /S _LONG-TERM_ INTEREST TO. HAVE_BARBIE ANSWER WHAT / / [l =t o

RRE LARGELY GPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS. BARBIE COULD EASILY LIE' . [ [ ™~ °7 e

OR DISTORT YRE TRUTH TU SERVE HIS OWN PURPOSES. HIS e
ANSWERS WOULD BE MADE PART OF THE PERMANENT RECORD. WE C‘a.-b'* e

WOULD - THEN HAVE TO RE-ESTABLISH WHAT WERE THE ACTUAL
CIRCUMSTANCES 'AS DESCRIBED AND PROBABLY DISTORTED BY BAR-
BIE. IN ADDITION, WE ARE TROUBLED BY AT LEAST TWO OF THE Ay
QUESTIONS (8 AND C) WHICH DEAL WITH THE BRITISH CONNEC- :
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TION TO BARBIE IN 1946-47. ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS
RISK EMBARRASSING THE BRITISH AND WE WONDER IF THEY WERE
CONSULTED ON THESE QUESTIONS. GALBRAITH
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